CHAPTER    II
THE CHILD'S  CHAMPION
IT is a truism that a man's life is best interpreted through
his work. In Dr. Barnardo's case "the work was the man!"
The Homes, which his faith inspired and his initiative built,
reflect more than anything else the spirit and genius of
their founder. Hence, before relating the dramatic challenge
that moulded his destiny or the romance of his career,
let us pause for a glimpse at the proportions of his work.
In 1866 Thomas John Barnardo, a medical student in
the London Hospital, saw a sight which, piercing to his
heart, uprooted his life-plans and caused him to dedicate
his career to the succour and guardianship of the outcast
child. Less than forty years later he died in harness, a happy
martyr to "The Children's Cause". To-day his Homes can
survey sixty-four years of unbroken service, during which
110,000 children have been redeemed from a condition of
destitution, pauperism, or crime; while nearly half a million
other unfortunates, mostly kiddies and youths, have been
helped by free gifts of clothing, meals and temporary
lodging. To-day Barnardo's Homes can point -with pride
to the opposite ends of the earth, in Canada and Australia,
where "old boys" have become Cabinet Ministers of State,
ministers of religion, missionaries, doctors, barristers, soli-
citors, head masters of schools, college lecturers, dentists,
Church organists, directors of business houses, manufacturers,
contractors, etc. With equal pride can they point to "old
girls" who are professional singers, expert musicians, mis-
sionaries, nurses, school teachers, lecturers, music mistresses
and heads of business houses; more important, they can
point to Barnardo girls who are the beloved helpmates of
men pursuing every skilled trade and in all the learned
professions. Several "old girls" have creditably taken their
places beside their husbands as mayoresses of Colonial towns.